The United Church of Northfield
[image: image1.emf]Welcomes You To Morning Worship
"No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you're welcome here.”

October 30, 2011 at 10:00 A.M.
We are a member of Vermont Conference, The United Church of Christ and are affiliated with the National Unitarian Universalist Association and the Northern New England District of the UUA.  Historically we are united from Congregational and Universalist roots. 
On the First Sunday of each month we have Communion Sunday and our Dolma Sunday Offering (sponsored child of the Tibetan Children's Village, Dharamsala, India). 
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We offer a Gluten Free Communion option. We are handicap accessible.

The United Church of Northfield 
Ordinary Time 
Prelude & Candle Lighting:                                                                Dan Bruce
Words of Welcome
*Call To Worship 

Leader:  God gathers us together as one family.

People:  We are sisters and brothers in Christ.

Leader:  God sends us one teacher.

People:  We are now and forever students of Jesus.

Leader:  We do not need to be perfect.

People:  Only faithful to his ways.  Amen.

*Hymn of Praise:  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                                      PH 8

Prayer of Invocation:  

Come to us this morning, God our Creator so we may learn from your Son about full and abundant life.  By the power of your Spirit, fill us with your love and truth.  Help us to recognize each other as sisters and brothers in Christ created for your glory.  Amen.

Prayer Response:  “Hear our Prayer” (remain seated)                      #769   NCH 
Call to Confession:  
It is easy for us to be led astray by false teachers and to assume that what appears on the outside is a fair reflection of the inside.  Jesus challenges our notions of success and perfection and offers us an alternate way to live.  Let us confess our sins and be free to embrace our true identity as God’s beloved children, brothers and sisters in Christ.

Prayer of Confession:  (Reinhold Niebuhr)

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; courage to change the things I can; and wisdom to know the difference.  Living one day at a time; Enjoying one moment a time; Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace; Taking this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it; Trusting that you will make all things right if I surrender to your will; That I may be reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with you forever in the next.  Amen. 

Silent Prayer 
Words of Assurance:  
We are forgiven.  Take this assurance to heart and remember God is not judging you on what the world sees, but rather who you really are.  And first and foremost, you are a child of God, loved and cherished by your Creator, forever dwelling with your Savior.  Let the people say, “Amen.”

The Congregation’s Response: 
                                               Page 793 NCH
Holy, Holy, Holy, my heart, my heart adores you!


My heart is glad to say the words: you are holy, God. 
A Time With Children:                                                        Rev. Jennifer Kimball  

(Infant and toddler care provided.  Discovery Hour for all ages) 
Sermon Hymn: “Lord, I Want To Be a Christian”                                   NCH 454

Scripture Readings:

Responsive Psalm:  Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 (NCH pp. 693-694)


Old Testament:  Micah 3:5-12


New Testament:  Matthew 23:1-12

Sermon:  “God’s Classroom”                                               Rev. Jennifer Kimball
Joys and Concerns:  These are the joys and concerns of the people.  Please share what you would like us to be praying for including a person's name if   appropriate.
Silent Prayer:  We take a minute to be in silence to await God’s peace.

Pastoral Prayer:  (I will pause during this prayer for those who would like to lift up loved ones by name, or other thoughts.)

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen 

The Offering:  Jesus teaches us to give generously of ourselves and what we have.  We give not to be seen by others, but because God has so graciously given to us.  Let us follow the example of our greatest teacher and offer our gifts for the purpose of sharing God’s love. 

The Offertory:                                                                                      Dan Bruce
Doxology:                                                                                            # 780 NCH

Prayer of Dedication: (Clergy Journal, May/June 2008)

Let this offering be the prayer that honors you, O God, with practice rather than preaching.  Accept it from your servant people and bless it to your service. Amen.

*Passing of the Peace of Christ: 

“May the peace of Christ be with you.”  
    Response:  “And also with you.” 
Closing Hymn:  “Help Us Accept Each Other” NCH 388

Mission Moment:  Vermont Food Bank                                John Sayles, CEO 

Brief Announcements 

Benediction:                                                                       Rev. Jennifer Kimball
Postlude:                                                                                              Dan Bruce 
* Denotes standing if you are able. NCH is the New Century Hymnal with a black cover.  PH is the Pilgrim Hymnal with a red cover. 
We thank Dan Bruce for sharing his time and musical talent with us this morning.

We thank John Sayles for joining us in worship and sharing information on the Vermont Food Bank.   
We invite everyone to join in the fellowship hour and stay for some macaroni and cheese and pie.  

Giving for October 23, 2011: Pledge Income: $467; Plate Offering: $47; Heifer Offering: $8, Total Heifer $63.60, Goal: Tree Seedlings $180; Other:SOS: $110.  Thank you for your faithful giving.

The Ministry of The United Church of Northfield

Ministers to the World:  The Congregation     

Secretary:  Laura Ranker  

Pastor and Teacher:  Reverend Jennifer Kimball
Sexton:  Arnold Nichols


Greeters:  Brenda Cruickshank & Marilyn Bruce
Ushers:  Judy Knapp & Leah Knapp
Choir Leadership:  Alison Cerutti



Pianist/Organist:  Dan Bruce
Deacon in charge:  Liz & Roy Butler   


 
CONTACT INFORMATION
Reverend Jennifer Kimball: matisonjm@yahoo.com or 

home phone number (802) 778-0813.
OFFICE HOURS:  Pastor’s study in Howe’s Hall
TUESDAY - 9:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.  

WEDNESDAY - 1:00 P.M. - 2:00 P.M. 
ALSO BY APPOINTMENT. 
FRIDAYS - PASTOR’S DAY OFF 
BIBLE STUDY WILL MEET ON MONDAYS 

FROM 9:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M. WITH LOCATION TO BE ANNOUNCED.  
Church Office Phone: 485-4431; Church e-mail:  uccnorthfield@trans-video.net

Visit us at our website:  www.unitedchurchofnorthfield.org 

SOS webpage-Visit us at: www.unitedchurchofnorthfield.org/sos
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THIS WEEK AT THE UNITED CHURCH

October 31, 2011 to November 6, 2011
Mon.: 
HAPPY HOLLOWEEN



Bible Study will meet Monday from 9-11 at Bev Knox's and will be 


studying Matthew 25:1-13, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, and Amos 


5:18-24.


7:00 P.M. - 8:30 P.M. Men's AA meets in Howe's Hall.

Wed.:

9:30 A.M. - 11:00 A.M. CV Building Bright Futures (play group) 



ages birth to 6 years old gather in Howe's Hall.



7:00 P.M. - 800 P.M. Women's 12 Step AA Meeting in Howe's Hall.



CHOIR Rehearsal to be announced.

Thurs.:
7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. Troop 759 meeting in Howe’s Hall.
Thank you to all those who assisted and supported the Harvest Supper, SOS Fundraiser. Your support has helped us get closer to reaching the SOS fund raising goal.  
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