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The rhythm of the Christian year provides us 

with ample opportunities for the renewal and 

refreshment of our spirits.  “For everything 

there is a season…”  We are living in the 

season after Epiphany.  Through our Advent 

preparations and Christmas celebrations, the 

Son of God was revealed to us once again as 

Jesus the Christ.  In these days following 

Epiphany we gather again with Jesus’ first 

disciples and ask the question, “What is 

this?”  We meet Jesus again as we hear of 

the beginning of his ministry and reflect 

upon the implications for our lives if we 

answer his timeless call, “Follow me.” 

 

In just a few weeks, this season of revelation 

will end and we again will receive an 

invitation into the wilderness of Lent.  Lent 

is our time to prepare ourselves for the glory 

of Easter.  As disciples of Jesus, our lives 

hinge on his death and resurrection.  

Because he died and rose again, we too are 

raised from sin and death.  The unavoidable 

truth remains:  the only way to resurrection 

is through the cross.  The only way to life is 

through death. 

 

Lent is our time to die.  “We cannot change 

without dying.”
1
  One way or another 

change comes to all of our lives.  The season 

of Lent gives shape and meaning to change. 

Lent is a wilderness season.  The wilderness 

is a place of the lost.  It is a place where our 

old comforts and guides no longer speak to 

us.  We leave where we have been and 

remain unsure of where we are going.  For a 

while we must wander and wait.  

 

Sometimes life drives us out into the 

wilderness.  Birth, death, marriage, divorce, 

sickness, graduation, unemployment, 

                                                           
1
 Gertrud Mueller Nelson in To Dance With God, p. 
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retirement, any life change has the potential 

of being a one-way ticket into the  

wilderness.  Sometimes we arrive by a more 

subtle route.  We outgrow a long cherished 

belief, a way of thinking, or a relationship.  

Regardless of how we arrive, the wilderness 

requires that we spend some time neither 

here nor there, no longer who we were and 

not quite who we are becoming. 

 

Embracing Lent enables us to practice 

wilderness living.  Through commitment to 

spiritual disciplines such as prayer, fasting, 

and almsgiving we intentionally let go of 

what we know and who we have become so 

God is able to show us a new way.  We let 

ourselves die so when Easter dawns we too 

are resurrected. 

 

An intentional Lent is not easy nor is it 

comfortable.  The wilderness never is.  But 

it is so worth the effort.  In The New 

Handbook of the Christian Year, one writer 

describes the season of Lent in this way:  

“This is a time for putting aside the sins and 

failures of the past in light of who we are yet 

to become by the grace of God.”
2
  Easter is a 

door to new life.  Through death and 

resurrection we discover who God created 

us to be.  This beautiful unfolding of life 

requires letting go.  It demands nothing less 

than wilderness living.  But then again, “The 

wilderness is where God does some of 

God’s best work.”
3
 

 

  Wilderness blessings, 

Pastor Jennifer 

 

P.S.  Please see the section entitled “Getting 

Ready for Lent” in this edition of the 

newsletter for opportunities offered by the 

United Church to deepen your experience of 

the Lenten season.    

                                                           
2
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3
 Barbara Brown Taylor, “Four Stops in the 

Wilderness” in Journal for Preachers, Lent 2001, p. 9.  



Sunday Worship Schedule for February 

Date Sunday Scriptures Theme 

February 5 5
th

 Sunday after 

Epiphany 

Psalm 147:1-11, 20 

Isaiah 40:21-31 

Mark 1:29-39 

“Lifted Up” 

February 12 6
th

 Sunday after 

Epiphany 

Psalm 30 

2 Kings 5:1-14 

Mark 1:40-45 

“Dancing Through Our Tears” 

February 19 Transfiguration Psalm 50:1-6 

2 Kings 2:1-12 

Mark 9:2-9 

“Coming Down” 

February 26 First Sunday in 

Lent 

Psalm 25:1-10 

Genesis 9:8-17 

Mark 1:9-15 

“Remember Me, Not My Sins” 

 

 

Bible Study 

Bible Study is led by Pastor Jennifer and meets Monday 

mornings  9:00 AM - 11:00 AM.  During the month of 

February Bible Study will meet at Bev Knox’s house (41 

Washington Street).  We study the Scriptures for the 

upcoming Sundays.  Please see Worship Schedule above 

for focus Scriptures.  All are welcome.  See Pastor 

Jennifer for more information. 

 

 There will be no Bible Study on February 20, 2012. 

 

 Mayo Nursing Home Worship 

 The United Church will lead worship at the Mayo Nursing 

 Home on Thursday, February 9, 2012 at 3:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 



USHERS AND GREETERS - Please check the dates for Ushering and 

Greeting and call Judy Plumley (485-6117) if you find that you cannot be 

there the scheduled date and she will arrange a swap or a substitute.   

Thank you.  

Feb 5  

Ushers:  Dean Howe and Max Greene Greeters:  Barb Barrows & Harriet Hirst 

Feb 12 

Ushers:  Barbara and Kayla Barrows Greeters:  Annalill and Anita Crain 

Feb 19 

Ushers:  Roy and Liz Butler   Greeters:  Evelyn Bird and Judy Knapp 

Feb 26  

Ushers:  Lauren and Judy Howard  Greeters:  Frank and Judy Plumley 

Mar 4  

Ushers:  John and Bev Knox   Greeters:  Bev and Lorinda Dezotell 

Mar11  

Ushers:  Katie and Kevin Beal   Greeters:  Esther and Philo Hardie 

Mar 18  

Ushers:  Ray and Ginny Kunkel  Greeters:  Burley and Linda Harvey 

Mar 25  

Ushers:  Dean Howe and Max Greene Greeters:  Brenda Cruickshank and  

                Leah Knapp 
 

COMMUNION STEWARDS – We offer a gluten free communion option.  

Communion is offered on the first Sunday of each month.    

 

February 2012:  Roy and Liz Butler, Laura Ranker, Audrey Avery.  

March 2012:  Peter and Debbie Maloney-Evans and partners. 

April 2012:  John and Beverly Knox, Barbara Barrows, and Beverly Dezotell. 
 

      COFFEE HOURS: A time for fellowship. 

  Host and Hostesses needed! 

Please consider signing up to host a coffee hour. Coffee hour 
host/hostesses will be asked only to make coffee and tea water and 
a cold beverage.  Anyone, on any given Sunday, wishing to bring a 
food item to share during the coffee hour is welcome to do so. 

 



Getting Ready for Lent 
Opportunities offered by the United Church to deepen our experience of Lent and Easter 

 

Ash Wednesday 
A Service of Ashes held on February 22 at 7:00 p.m. will begin our observance of the Lenten 

Season.  A simple supper of soup and bread will be provided at 6:00 p.m. free of charge. 
 

Lenten Study:  “Intentional Lent” 
The Season of Lent is a special time of year set apart to help Christians prepare themselves for 

Easter.  The more intentional we are in our preparations for Easter, the deeper our experience of 

new life will be on Easter day and beyond.  For this reason, Pastor Jennifer has created a Lenten 

study entitled “Intentional Lent.”    
 

“Intentional Lent” will consist of two sessions. 

Session One will meet on Sunday, February 26 at 11:30.   Our time together will include a 

simple, free lunch, a presentation by Pastor Jennifer on the history and meaning of Lent and a 

discussion of Lenten Disciplines, and will conclude with prayer.  Each participant will be 

encouraged to commit to a Lenten practice. 
 

Session Two will meet on Sunday, March 25 at 11:30.  This session will include a simple, free 

lunch and a time to share and reflect on our experiences with our Lenten practices.  Pastor 

Jennifer will also make a presentation on Holy Week and will discuss the history and meaning 

behind the events of this week including Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and 

Holy Saturday.    
 

Please let Pastor Jennifer know if you will be participating in this event by emailing her at 

matisonjm@yahoo.com or calling 778-0813 by February 23
rd

.  
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

A traditional Lenten observance is made up of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  On March 18  

the United Church will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing Special Mission Offering.  

The United Church of Northfield is a 5 for 5 church; meaning our congregation fully supports 

Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM).  We give to Basic Support and all four Special mission 

offerings (One Great Hour of Sharing, OGHS; Strengthen the Church; Neighbors in Need, NIN; 

and The Christmas Fund).  One Great Hour of Sharing channels resources for international 

programs in health, education and agricultural development, emergency relief, refugee 

ministries, and both international and domestic disaster response in 138 countries by working 

with local, national, and international partners.  It is administered by Wider Church Ministries, 

Global Sharing of Resources. 
 

The One Great Hour Sharing Giving Calendar included in this newsletter is an excellent way to 

learn about the needs around the world and contribute towards the relief of these problems.      
 

The Gospel of Mark told by memory by Reverend Bert Marshall 
This event is described as "The whole Gospel, beginning to end, as it might have been told in the 

early years of the Jesus Movement. Hear it come to life in a live storytelling performance."  

Gather in the church sanctuary on March 11 at 2:00 P.M.  A light lunch will be served before 

the storytelling. 
 

Rev. Marshall is New England Regional Director for Church World Service and a graduate of 

Yale Divinity School. For more information go to www.gospelofmarkalive.com. 
 

mailto:matisonjm@yahoo.com
http://www.gospelofmarkalive.com/


ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING CALENDAR 

Go to www.ucc.org/oghs  resources 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUPPORT FOR THE LOCAL CERV - Please bring donations of non-

perishable food items for the Northfield Food Shelf and place 

them in the mission food cart located inside the sanctuary at 
the rear corner of the church.  
 

FEBRUARY's suggested items: cereal & peanut butter.   

In support of the Northfield Community Food Shelf, the United Church of Northfield 

Mission Committee wishes to increase our church’s commitment to this vital 

community program and make it easier for individuals to support the mission effort.  

As the church moves forward collecting non perishable items for the food shelf, the 

Mission Committee will identify preferred items for donation on a given month.   

The committee hopes this will make it easier for those wishing to donate items while at 

the same time supporting the most urgent monthly needs of the food shelf.  Other items 

are always welcome and individuals are encouraged to make their donations as they 

see fit.  Donated items can be placed in the mission basket; a shopping cart, placed in 

the church sanctuary.  The donated items will be brought forward on the 4th Sunday 

morning worship service during the offering time and blessed prior to being delivered 

to the food shelf.  

 

Free Friday Night Dinners - The United Church of Northfield will 

continue to host the Second Friday night Dinner each month at the 

United Methodist Church (UMC).  This month we host the February 

10th  dinner.   Volunteers are needed to assist with this effort.  If 

interested, Call Chris Southworth at 485-8738 or 793-5433.  We thank 

Bonnie Gayle and Harriet Hirst for leading this wonderful effort as we 

share in fellowship with the community.   

 

STEEPLE DEDICATION SUNDAY MAY 6, 2012 save the date as we 
plan for a special dedication Sunday during the morning worship service 
followed by a special coffee hour to recognize and honor the many efforts 
made on behalf of restoring the church’s steeple. 
 

 
UPCOMING MEETING OF UCN - 
 

Council Meeting – February 21st, Tuesday at 7:00 P.M. in Howe’s Hall 

SOS Committee – March 8th , Thursday at 6:00 P.M. Howe’s Hall. 

Deacons Meeting – March 7th, Wednesday 5:00 P.M.  at the home of 

Beverly Knox, 41 Washington Street.  

 

 



 

 ORDER YOUR LILIES FOR EASTER NOW 

 

Dear Members and Friends of the United Church of Northfield, 

As we anticipate the rebirth of springtime and the celebration of 

Easter Sunday, APRIL 8, 2012, we are planning to order lilies from the florist to 

again grace our church sanctuary.  Each plant will cost $13.50.  If you wish to 

participate in the purchase of one or more lilies, please fill out the form below 

and enclose a check written to the United Church of Northfield with a notation on 

the payment that it is for lilies and give it to BEVERLY KNOX or send it to her at 41 

Washington Street, Northfield, Vermont, 05663 NO LATER THAN SATURDAY, 

MARCH 17TH, 2012. 

LILIES FOR EASTER 

I/WE ______________________________________________WISH TO HAVE (__________) LILY/LILIES 
          (print your name here) 

IN MEMORY OF:________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

IN THANKSGIVING FOR:__________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

IN CELEBRATION OF:____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please check if you want to keep your lily/lilies or give it to someone in the nursing home or someone 

who is ill in our congregation. 

I WISH TO KEEP THE LILY/LILIES:    _______________YES   ____________NO 

I WISH TO GIVE THE LILY/LILIES TO THE NURSING HOME:_______________YES   _____________NO 

 

YOUR SIGNATURE:___________________________________________________________________ 

       Thank you, 

       Beverly Knox 

 



UCN OFFICERS, COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND PARTNERS  

LISTING EFFECTIVE JANUARY 21, 2012 

 
Pastor and Teacher ……………………………………………………….… Reverend Jennifer Kimball 

Church Secretary ……………………………………………………......... Laura Ranker 

Ministry of Music: 

 Pianist-Organist: ………………………………………………… Alison Cerutti  

 Choir Director: …………………………………………………… Alison Cerutti 

 The United Church Choir 

Sexton ……………………………………......................................... Arnold Nichols  

Moderator……………………………………………………………………... Peter Evans 

Clerk ……………………………………………………………………………..… Judy Plumley  

Treasurer ……………………………………………………………………..… Lauren Howard 

Financial Secretary ………………………………………………………….   Dean Howe 

Auditor ……………………………………………………………………….....    Barbara Barrows 
 

Deacons - Chris Southworth (yr.4), Roy Butler (yr.4), Beverly Knox (yr.3), Bonnie Gayle (yr.2), Judy 
Plumley (yr.2), Thelma Baroffio (yr.1) 
 

Mission & Outreach Ministry-  Chris Southworth, partnering with Bonnie Gayle, Harriet Hirst, Beverly 
Tucker, and the many others who assist in this important ministry. 
 

Fellowship Ministry – Karen Taylor partnering with Harriet Hirst, and Joan Koenig.  
 

Reception Ministry -  Judy Howard & Beverly Knox partnering with Mercedes Wright, Thelma Baroffio, 
and Annalill Crain. 
 

Children & Youth Ministry – Laura Ranker with Pastor Jennifer Kimball and many supportive volunteers 
in the youth ministry. 
 

Building Maintenance Ministry, Church, and Parsonage – Teigh Southworth, Kevin Beal, Bev & Ed 
Tucker, and John Kimball. 
 

Members at Large – Judy Howard & Brenda Cruickshank. 
 

Finance Ministry – Barbara Barrows, Chair, Debbie Maloney-Evans, Frank Plumley, with ex officio 
members, Pastor Jennifer Kimball, Treasurer Lauren Howard, Financial Secretary, Dean Howe, and 
Moderator, Peter Evans. 
 

Pastoral Relations Committee – John Knox, Lauren Howard, and Karen Taylor. 
 

Personnel Committee – Peter Evans, Chair, Judy Plumley, Virginia Kunkel, and Chris Southworth. 
 

UCC Annual Meeting Delegates – Chris Southworth. 
 

Calling & Caring Coordinator – Elizabeth Butler. 
 

Worship Hospitality Coordinator – Elizabeth Butler partnering with Judy Plumley. 
 

Calling for Special Events – Bev Knox. 
 

Greeting Card Ministry – Jessica Avery. 
 

Howe’s Hall Coordinators – Judy & Frank Plumley. 
 

The members of the Memorial Gifts Committee and the Restoration Committee are appointed by the 
Church Council with the designation of a Chair and Treasurer for each committee. Current members are: 
 

Memorial Gifts Committee - Judy Plumley, Marilyn Bruce, Annalill Crain, Debbie Maloney-Evans, and 
Beverly Tucker.  
 

Restoration Committee - Ian Blackmer, Frank Plumley, Teigh Southworth, Peter Evans, and Kate Beal.  



United Church of Northfield       

58 South Main Street        

P.O. Box 188         

Northfield, VT 05663         

Pastor Jennifer Kimball 

Phone: 485-4431  

E-mail: uccnorthfield@trans-video.net 

Website: www.unitedchurchofnorthfield.org 

 

                           FORWARDING  
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Rev. Jennifer Kimball  

Pastor’s study is in Howe’s Hall 

Email Address - matisonjm@yahoo.com  

Home phone number (802) 778-0813   

Cell (607) 434-5632. 
 

OFFICE HOURS:   

WEDNESDAYS 

9:00 A.M. - 11:30 A.M.  

Other Hours by appointment.   

Pastor’s Day Off - Fridays 

Church Office Phone: 485-4431  
 

Church e-mail:   

uccnorthfield@trans-video.net  

Visit us at our websites:   

www.unitedchurchofnorthfield.org. 

www.unitedchurchofnorthfield.org/sos 



 

 

 

◄ January ~ February 2012 ~ March ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

CERV food shelf collection 
suggested items for February are 
Cereal and Peanut Butter. 

1  
Woman’s AA 
7PM 
 

9:30 A.M. - 11:00 
A.M. CV Building 
Bright Futures 
(play group)  
 

Deacon’s  5PM 
 

7:00 P.M. Choir 

2  
Boy Scouts 
 7-8:30 PM 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
Communion 
Sunday 
Dolma Offering 

6  

Morning Bible 
Study 9 -11 
 

AA 7PM 

7  
 

8  
Woman’s AA 
7PM 
 

9:30 A.M. - 11:00 
A.M. CV Building 
Bright Futures 
(play group)  
 

7:00 P.M. Choir
 
 . 

9  
Boy Scouts 
 7-8:30 PM 
 
Mayo Worship 
Service 3PM 

10  
Host the Free 
Friday Night 
Dinner at the  
Methodist 
church 

11  
 

12  
 

13  

Morning Bible 
Study 9 -11 
 

AA 7PM 

14  
 

15  
Woman’s AA 
7PM 
 

9:30 A.M. - 11:00 
A.M. CV Building 
Bright Futures 
(play group)  
 

7:00 P.M. Choir 

16  
Boy Scouts 
 7-8:30 PM 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
NO Morning Bible 
Study  
 

AA 7PM 

21  
Council 7PM 

22  
ASH WED. 
SERVICE 7:00 PM 
 

9:30 A.M. - 11:00 
A.M. CV Building 
Bright Futures 
(play group)  
 

 

23  
Boy Scouts 
 7-8:30 PM 
Court of Honor 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
Intentional Lent 
Session One 
11:30 AM 

27  
Morning Bible 
Study 9 -11 
 

AA 7PM 

28  
 

29  
Woman’s AA 
7PM 
 

No Play Group  
 

7:00 P.M. Choir 

Notes: 
PASTOR OFFICE HOURS  

Wednesdays  9 –11:30 or by 
appointment; Day Off – Fridays.  
Rev. Jennifer Kimball 
(802) 778-0813  Cell (607) 434-5632
  

http://www.wincalendar.com/January-Calendar/January-2012-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/March-Calendar/March-2012-Calendar.html


 
 

 

 

◄ February ~ March 2012 ~ April ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

NOTES: 
PASTOR OFFICE HOURS  

Wednesdays  9 –11:30 or by appointment;  

Day Off – Fridays 

Rev. Jennifer Kimball  

(802) 778-0813  or Cell (607) 434-5632 

1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
Communion 
Sunday 
Dolma Offering 

5  
Morning Bible 
Study 9 -11 
 

AA 7PM 

6  
TOWN MEETING 
DAY 

7  

Deacons Meeting 
5PM 
 

Woman’s AA 
7PM 
 

9:30 A.M. - 11:00 
A.M. CV Building 
Bright Futures 
(play group)  
 

7:00 P.M. Choir 

8  
SOS 6PM 

Boy Scouts 
 7-8:30 PM 

9  
Host  the Free 
Friday Night 
Dinner at the  
Methodist 
church 

10  
 

11  
Gospel of Mark  
Storyteller Rev. 
Bert Marshall 
2:00 PM with 
light lunch first 

12  
Morning Bible 
Study 9 -11 
 

AA 7PM 

13  
 

14  
Woman’s AA 
7PM 
 

9:30 A.M. - 11:00 
A.M. CV Building 
Bright Futures 
(play group)  
 

7:00 P.M. Choir 

15  
Boy Scouts 
 7-8:30 PM 

16  
 

17  
Easter Lily 
Orders DUE to 
Bev Knox 

18  
OGHS special 
Offering 

19  
Morning Bible 
Study 9 -11 
 

AA 7PM 

20  
Council 7PM 

21  
Woman’s AA 
7PM 
 

9:30 A.M. - 11:00 
A.M. CV Building 
Bright Futures 
(play group)  
 

7:00 P.M. Choir 

22  
Boy Scouts 
 7-8:30 PM 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
Intentional Lent 
Session Two 
11:30 AM  

26  
Morning Bible 
Study 9 -11 
 

AA 7PM 

27  
 

28  
Woman’s AA 
7PM 
 

9:30 A.M. - 11:00 
A.M. CV Building 
Bright Futures 
(play group)  
 

7:00 P.M. Choir 

29  
Boy Scouts 
 7-8:30 PM 

30  
 

31  
 

 

http://www.wincalendar.com/February-Calendar/February-2012-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/April-Calendar/April-2012-Calendar.html

