
HE SPIRIT IS MOVING AND GOD IS STILL SPEAKING! 

THE UNITED CHURCH OF NORTHFIELD  

 MID MAY 2010 NEWSLETTER  
 

A LETTER FROM INTERIM PASTOR Reverend Roger Brown: 
 

Dear Members and Friends of the United Church, 

 On May 4th to May 6th I attended the retreat of the Society of Ordained Scientists, 
and was inducted into the Society as a member.  It was held at the Walker Center in 
Newton, Massachusetts, and was a very meaningful and useful retreat.  The retreat was 
an opportunity for me to be with ministers who began their careers as scientists, and 
later had a call to the ordained ministry.  It was a special opportunity to fellowship and 
worship (in the Episcopal tradition) with old and new friends who are active in science 
and religion dialogue.  
 

 Our leader for spiritual reflections was Fr. Jim Skeehan, a retired geology 
professor, and long time friend, who did his doctoral geology research in southern 
Vermont.  His talks reflected on the spirituality of the French Jesuit geologist, Pierre 
Teilhard de Chardin.  At the beginning of his first talk, Fr. Skeehan gave us a wonderful 
poem by Teilhard which I want to share with you because I believe it fits both the 
church interim time and personal interim times.  Here is the poem: 
 

Patient Trust 
Above all, trust in the slow work of God. 
We are all quite naturally impatient in everything 
to reach the end without delay. 
We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 
We are impatient of being on the way to something unknown, something new. 
And yet it is the law of all progress 
that it is made by passing through some stages of instability. 
and that it may take a very long time. 
 

And so it is with you 
Your ideas mature gradually – let them grow, 
let them shape themselves, without undue haste. 
Don’t try to force them on, as though you could be today what time 
(that is to say, grace and circumstances acting on your own good will) 
will make of you tomorrow. 
 

Only God could say that this new spirit 
gradually forming within you will be. 
Give Our Lord the benefit of believing 
That his hand is leading you, 
and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself  
in suspense and incomplete. 

T      



Continuation of A LETTER FROM INTERIM PASTOR Reverend Roger Brown: 

 
 I think that Teilhard’s work as a geologist helped give him a sense of God’s time 
as longer and more vast than our short lives and activity crammed days.  Remember 
that the Earth is now thought to be 5 billion years old and that many geologic 
formations took hundreds of millions of years to form. 
 

 During the interim time in the church as the search goes through its required 
steps and stages, there are times when we wonder when the settled pastor will be 
found.  Teilhard’s advice here is to trust the process and live into God’s time. 
 

 On a very personal level, especially when we move through times or grief or 
struggle with a bump in the road on our life’s journey, we need to trust God and be 
patient.  For healing of all kinds takes time.  Again, Teilhard’s poem provides us good 
spiritual guidance. 
 

 May God guide you on your journey on his holy time table.        
 

 Grace and Peace,    
 

Roger 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 

 
 

PARSONAGE OPEN HOUSE  

SUNDAY JUNE 6
th

 from 2pm to 5pm 
 

Please drop by the parsonage at 356 Central Street for some fellowship and 

conversation.  You’ll have an opportunity to view the interim pastor’s early 
attic and late basement decorating skills.  If you are a church member who 

has never or not recently visited the parsonage, this interim time open house 

is a good time to get to know the nice house and grounds that is part of the 
church compensation package. 

 

Promising you a warm welcome, Rev. Roger  Brown  
 

 



THE MINISTRY OF HOSPITALITY 

For May 23, 2010 - June 30, 2010  
 

Please mark your calendars now as this is your only notification. If the 
date does not work for you, please call Judy Plumley at 485-6117 and she 
will locate a substitute.  This works well with your help.  
 

USHERS AND GREETERS 
Liz Butler, Coordinator 

 Ushers      Greeters 
 

May 23   May 23___________         _ 
Judy Knapp and Leah Knapp   Marilyn Bruce and   
   Harriet Hirst  
May 30   May30 __________         __ 
Barbara and Kayla Barrows     Annalill and Anita Crain 
June 6   June 6                                   
Liz and Roy Butler    Linda and Burley Harvey 
June 13   June 13 __________         _ 
Judy and Lauren Howard      Evelyn Bird &Shirley Melville  
June 20   June  20__________         _ 

Kate and Kevin Beal    Bev Knox & Audrey Avery 
June 27   June 27______           ____ 
Max Greene & Dean Howe     Brenda Cruickshank and  
         Harriet Hirst 
 

COMMUNION STEWARDS: 
 Please call ahead if you cannot be present on your Sunday. Thank you.  

June 6: John Knox, Bev Knox, Barbara Barrows, Bev Dezotell 
July 4: Debra Maloney-Evans, Peter Evans, Billie Porter, Kayla Barrows 
August 1:   Laura Ranker, Chelsea Knapp, Liz Butler, Roy Butler 
 

PLEASE SIGN UP IN HOWE'S HALL TO HELP WITH A COFFEE HOUR. 
Fellowship Hour Coordinators:  

May:  Bev Knox 
June: Billie Porter 

July:  Judy Howard 
 

DEACONS IN CHARGE: 

May 16, 2010        Chris Southworth  June 6, 2010      Billie Porter  
May 23, 2010        John & Bev Knox  June 13, 2010    John & Bev Knox 
May 30, 2010        Roy & Liz Butler                                                     

  
Thank You for Serving in These Ways. We Appreciate Your Help! 

 
   



 

Informational Forum Sunday, May 23
rd

 

Feasibility Phase of the Capital Campaign – 

 
Particularly during the last 6 months the Restoration Committee, led by Frank 
Plumley and the Feasibility Committee, led by Larry Porter, have been making 
plans for a capital campaign to raise money for extensive church and parsonage 
improvements.  There will be an information forum after worship Sunday, May 
23rd to explain the church and parsonage improvements that are needed.   
Please plan to attend this forum so you can be informed and ask questions 
regarding this important project. 
 
In order to create an effective capital campaign, the church has engaged the 
services of Williams and Associates Fund Raising Consultants, a very 
experienced capital campaign consulting organization.  (Rev. Williams, the 
principle consultant, is a very experienced United Church of Christ pastor 
residing in New Hampshire.)  Rev. Williams and his wife, Pat, will be conducting 
in-person interviews with church members and friends on June 7th and 8th, as a 
major part of the Feasibility Study.  So please reserve these important dates on 
your calendars. 
 
The conclusion of the Feasibility Study will be a report back meeting after 
worship open to members and friends on Sunday, June 27th.  At this meeting, 
Rev. Williams will present his conclusions from the study regarding the United 
Church Capital Campaign.  This is planned to be a one hour presentation with 
extensive time for questions and brainstorming. 
 
Please make a prayerful effort to attend these meetings and participate in 
strengthening the future ministry of the United Church for the second decade of 
the 21st Century! 
     Rev. Roger Brown 

 
 

 
 

STRENGTHEN OUR CHURCH 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS IN MAY WILL BE TAKEN ON  

SUNDAY MAY 23
RD

 AND SUNDAY MAY 30
TH 

 
 



MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS: 
 

MAY EVENTS 
Sun 23rd – PENTECOST  

Wear RED to church; 
 

After worship at 11:15 
INFORMATION FORUM 

on Capital Campaign & 

Feasibility Study 
 

JUNE EVENTS  
Thur. 3rd –Sat. 5th 

Vermont Conference 

Annual Meeting, 
Lyndon State College. 
 

Sat. 5th–MEN’S GROUP 

BREAKFAST 7:30 AM 

at the Village Pizza. 
 

Sun. 6th OPEN HOUSE 

at the Parsonage from 

2:00 to 5:00 P.M.  
 

Mon. 7th - FEASIBILITY 

STUDY INTERVIEWS 
from 3:00 to 8:00 P.M. 

in Howe's Hall. 
 

Tues. 8th - FEASIBILITY 

STUDY INTERVIEWS 

from 3:00 to 8:00 P.M. 

in Howe's Hall. 
 

Sun. 13th - Children’s 

Youth Sunday. 
 

Sat. 19th - Strawberry 
Festival 1:00 to 4:30 

P.M. 
 

Fri. 25th – Hastings 

Wedding Rehearsal at 

5:00 P.M.  

Sat. 26th – 1:00 P.M. 
Hastings Wedding 
 

Sun. 27th- After worship 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

FEASIBILITY STUDY 

REPORT. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
 

 Adult Study Series: 

"Wrestling with 

Angels" - Sunday's 
after coffee hour 

from 11:45-12:45 

with a light lunch 

provided;meeting in 
the Pastor's Study. 

 

 HAVE THE PASTOR 

FOR DINNER; invite 
him into your home 

to share a meal.  

What better way to 

help him in getting 
acquainted with all 

of our church family 

as he prepares us in 

our search for a 

settled pastor.  You 
are encouraged to 

contact the Rev. 

Roger Brown at the 

parsonage (485-
7380), on his cell 

phone (802-380-

8198) or by email 

(roglb@yahoo.com) 
to arrange a dinner 

date.  The Deacons. 
  
 STRAWBERRY 

FESTIVAL, Saturday 

JUNE 19, 2010 from 

1:00 P.M.- 4:30 P.M.  

Please consider 
helping with this 

important church 

fundraiser.  Sign Up 

now to help.  

Contact organizers: 
Judy Plumley at 

485-6117 or Laura 

Ranker 229-4351.  

 
 

MEETINGS OF THE 

CHURCH: 

Church Council 
Tues. May 18th @7:00  
Tues. June 15th @7:00 
(3rd Tues. each month) 
 

Search Committee 
Every Tuesday from 

6:00 - 7:30 P.M. 
(except Council night) 
 

Deacons  

Wed. June 2nd at 4:45 

at the home of Billie 

Porter, 176 Central 

Street. 
 

Missions Committee 

Thurs. June 10th at 
5:30P.M. @ parsonage 
 

Mayo Ministry 
Thurs. June 24th at 

3:00 P.M. - United 

Church Worship 

Service at Mayo 
Nursing Home 
 

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 
Mercedes Wright is the 

contact person for this 

group. Her email is 
keepsakefiber@yahoo.

com 
 

Vacation Bible 

School Team  
Wed. June 2nd at 4:30 

at the Methodist Parish 
 

Early Bird Bible 

Study 
Thursday mornings @ 
7:30 A.M. at the home 

of Billie Porter, 176 

Central Street. 
 

Choir Rehearsal - 
Wednesdays @ 7 P.M. 

mailto:keepsakefiber@yahoo.com
mailto:keepsakefiber@yahoo.com


 

 

 
 

Come One, Come All 

Bring Your Friends and Neighbors 

to an  

OLD FASHIONED  

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 

on Saturday, June 19th 

serving from 1:00 - 4:30 

at the  

The United Church of Northfield 

Strawberry Shortcake with 

 Homemade Biscuits,  

or Strawberry Sundaes 

Adults: $5.00  

Children 12 and under $2.00 

Take Out Available 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

MAY: 
Barbara Pope 4

th
 

Shania Dezotell 4
th

 

Martha McBride 6
th

 

Hannah Blackmer 11
th 

Joyce Williams 14
th

  

Deb Maloney-Evans 15
th

 

Jim Gage 16
th 

Judy Howard 19
th

 

Thelma Baroffio 20
th

 

Frank Plumley 22
nd

 

Allen Thurston 31
st 

 

JUNE: 
Jim Bennett 5

th 

Phyllis Clough 6
th 

Karen Taylor 12
th 

Liz Butler 15
th 

Dexter Rowe 16
th 

Ian Blackmer 16
th 

Paul Knox 21
st
 

Ayrin Southworth 22
nd 

Gail Lawson 26
th 

Alan Jennings 26
th

 

Dylan Kirn 30
th 

Lori Buchanan 28
th 

 

HAPPY 

ANNIVERSARY 
Ed & Bev Tucker - May 2

nd
 

Phil & Marilyn Nelson -  

May 21
st
. 

 

 

 



United Church of Northfield       

58 South Main Street        

P.O. Box 188         

Northfield, VT 05663       

  

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Roger Brown  

Phone: 485-4431 Parsonage: 485-7380 

E-mail: uccnorthfield@trans-video.net 

Website: www.unitedchurchofnorthfield.org 

Rev. Roger Brown Cell phone: 802-380-8198 

Rev. Roger Brown email: roglb@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATES FOR SUMMER CAMP  
 

COMMUNITY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - PRAISE PARTY 
JULY 19th - JULY 23rd, Monday through Friday,  
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon at the United Church of Northfield. 
Free and open to all children entering Kindergarten through 5th 
grade with a limited sized preschool group. Learn the Bible 
Stories and Praise God with your mind, body, and soul.  This 
promises to be an active, lively and moving week. Registration 
is limited to 25 children.  Plan to join us and have some fun this 
summer.  Sponsored by the United Church of Northfield and the 
United Methodist Parish.  Contact Laura Ranker 229-4351, UCN 
or Pastor Paul Hoffman 485-3981, UMP. 
 

COVENANT HILLS CHRISTIAN SUMMER CAMP - 
week long overnight camps in beautiful Cabot, Vermont.  
June 25th to 27th Family Camp.  
July 4th -August 7th week long camps.  
Contact Richard Klofach for registration forms and questions at 
(802) 988-9965 or rjkusa@myfairpoint.net.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
CAMP - Work and Play week 
at Ferry Beach, Maine 
 June 20th - June 26th.  
Contact Rev. Fayre 
Stephenson register at 
fbregs@maine.rr.com or 
(207) 282-4489 
UU Camp and Conference 
Center.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



      LECTIONARY READINGS  
 

Pentecost 1 

 
 

May 30, 2010 
Proverbs 8:1–4, 22–31  
Psalm 8  
John 16:12ï15 
Romans 5:1ï5  

 

June 6, 2010 
1 Kings 17:8ï16, (17ï24) 
Psalm 146 
Galatians 1:11ï24 
Luke 7:11–17 

 

June 13, 2010 

1 Kings 21:1–10, (11–14), 15–21a 
Psalm 5:1ï8  
Luke 7:36ð8:3 
Galatians 2:15ï21 

 

June 20, 2010 
1 Kings 19:1–4, (5–7), 8–15a  

Psalm 42 and 43  
Luke 8:26ï39 
Galatians 3:23ï29 
 

June 27, 2010 
2 Kings 2:1–2, 6–14  
Psalm 77:1ï2, 11ï20  
Luke 9:51ï62 
Galatians 5:1, 13ï25 
 

July 4, 2010 
2 Kings 5:1–14 

Psalm 30  
Luke 10:1ï11, 16ï20 
Galatians 6:(1ï6), 7ï16 

 

July 11, 2010 
Amos 7:7ï17  
Psalm 82  
Luke 10:25–37 
Colossians 1:1ï14 

 

Pentecost 1 

 
 

July 18, 2010  
Amos 8:1ï12  
Psalm 52  
Luke 10:38–42 
Colossians 1:15ï28 

 

July 25, 2010  
Hosea 1:2ï10  
Psalm 85 
Luke 11:1–13 

Colossians 2:6ï15, (16ï19) 
 

August 1, 2010  
Hosea 11:1ï11 
Psalm 107:1ï9, 43  
Luke 12:13–21 
Colossians 3:1ï11 

 

August 8, 2010  
Isaiah 1:1, 10ï20 
Psalm 50:1ï8, 22ï23  
Luke 12:32ï40 
Hebrews 11:1–3, 8–16 

 

August 15, 2010 
Isaiah 5:1ï7  
Psalm 80:1–2, 8–19  

Luke 12:49ï56 
Hebrews 11:29ð12:2 

 

August 22, 2010  
Jeremiah 1:4ï10 
Psalm 71:1ï6 
Luke 13:10–17 

Hebrews 12:18ï29 
 

August 29, 2010 
Jeremiah 2:4ï13 
Psalm 81:1, 10ï16 
Hebrews 13:1ï8, 15ï16 
Luke 14:1, 7–14 


