HE SPIRIT IS MOVING AND GOD IS STILL SPEAKING!
The United Church Of Northfield
March 2010, Newsletter

A LETTER FROM INTERIM PASTOR Reverend Roger Brown:

Dear Members and Friends of the United Church,

| am now nearing my third Sunday with the United Church, and I'm still settling in.
I'd like to take a moment to share my excitement and appreciation. It has been a
wonderful and somewhat hectic three weeks! | love living in the cozy parsonage. It
has been a rich experience to share worship with many of you! The choir is wonderful
and the new chimes choir last Sunday was fantastic! The coffee hour goodies are a
bountiful feast!

| am very thankful to the Deacons (Interim Search Committee) and others for
paving the way, making the parsonage ready and making me feel welcome to the
church and the town of Northfield. I'm especially thankful to Billie and Larry Porter for
providing a bed and table for my first night in the parsonage before my formal move.
I’'m also grateful to Kevin and Kate Beal for their strong arms in unloading the 10 ft U-
Haul truck. It was good to meet and chat with many of you at the progressive supper
the night before my first Sunday! Everyone has been very gracious and welcoming!

| am still settling into the parsonage. The curtains are up in the many-windowed
first floor, but they need to be ironed, and my wrinkle free curtains are 8 inches too
short! | continue to bring small furniture items from my home in Brattleboro to create a
homey environment in the 3 large living rooms on the first floor. Nevertheless, | feel
right at home on Central Street and | feel energized for ministry in Northfield!

Please do not hesitate to call me if you have a pastoral need or a church matter
to discuss with me. Besides the church office (485-4431), the parsonage phone (485-
7380), there is my cellphone (802-380-8198). Voicemail is available at all of those
numbers.
Grace and peace,

Roger



United Church of Northfield

ANNUAL ALL CHURCH PLANNING RETREAT
SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 2010
Potluck Breakfast at 7:30 A.M. with program to follow
Come and be part of planning the church year
Strengthen the church with your input, thoughts, and desires.
We will wrap up around Noon

IR

S® CORNED BEEF AND CABBAGE FUNDRAISING DINNER
Cﬁ%@; MARCH 20™ from 5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.
e Enjoy a home cooked dinner of corned beef, cabbage, carrots, & potatoes
with homemade pickles, pickled beets, Irish Soda Bread, Bakers white bread, and generous
slices of homemade chocolate and vanilla cake. Beverages provided.
$5.00 Children 12 years and under / $9.00 Adults
MUSIC PROVIDED BY THE VERMONT FIDDLER'S ASSOCIATION

contact Judy Howard (485-3531) or Brenda Cruickshank (485-5793)
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Wil STy and make music = e Ly,
If you have not yet heard, seen or tried playing the new ChoirChimes, you are in for a
treat! The chimes are light-weight, easy for anyone to play, and add a lovely new
aspect to our worship. The impetus in purchasing them was to expand the music
ministry to ALL members of the congregation. This does not require a long-term
commitment or a special musical talent. It does require a desire to try something new
and a couple of hours for a one-time presentation. Seven people are needed to present
an anthem using the full set of chimes.

You are invited to participate!
e Rehearsal: Saturday, March 27, 3:00 — 4:30 in the sanctuary
e Presentation: Palm Sunday, March 28, during worship

Please contact Billie (phone 485-4126; email LnBPorter@trans-video.net) if you would
like more information or if you would like to participate in one or both of these
presentations.




r THE MINISTRY OF HOSPITALITY
% For March 7, 2010 - April 18, 2010
‘—4

Please mark your calendars now as this is your only notification. If the date does
not work for you, please call Judy Plumley at 485-6117 and she will locate a
substitute. This works well with your help.

USHERS AND GREETERS
Liz Butler, Coordinator

Ushers Greeters
March 7 March 7
Judy & Lauren Howard Annalill & Anita Crain
March 14 March 14
Ginny & Ray Kunkel Brenda Cruickshank

& Harriet Hirst

March 21 March 21
Barbara & Kayla Barrows Laura & Nathan Ranker
March 28 March 28
Kate & Kevin Beal Esther & Philo Hardie
April 4 April 4
Max Greene & Dean Howe Linda & Burley Harvey
April 11 April 11
Judy Knapp & Leah Knapp Beverly & John Knox
April 18 April 18
Judy & Lauren Howard Beverly & Lorinda Dezotell

COMMUNION STEWARDS:
Please call ahead if you cannot be present on your Sunday. Thank you.
March 7:  John Knox, Bev Knox, Barbara Barrows, Bev Dezotell
April 4: Debra Maloney-Evans, Peter Evans, Billie Porter, Kayla Barrows
May 2: Laura Ranker, Chelsea Knapp, Liz Butler, Roy Butler

PLEASE SIGN UP IN HOWE'S HALL TO HELP WITH A COFFEE HOUR.
Fellowship Hour Coordinators:
March: Billie Porter
April: Judy Howard
May: Bev Knox

NURSERY CARE PROVIDERS:
March 7th and March 21st: Julia Hatch ~ March 14th and March 28th: Chelsea Knapp
April 4th and April 18th: Julia Hatch April 11th and April 25th: Chelsea Knapp

Thank You for Serving in These Ways. We Appreciate Your Help!




LECTIONARY READINGS

LENT, EASTER

March 7, 2010
Isaiah 55:1-9

Psalm 63:1-8

1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

March 14, 2010

Luke 15:1-3, 11b—32
Joshua 5:9-12
Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21

March 21, 2010
Isaiah 43:16—21
Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b—14
John 12:1-8

March 28, 2010
Luke 19:28-40
Liturgy of the Palms
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Liturgy of the Passion
Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14—23:56

April 4, 2010

John 20:1-18

Acts 10:34—43 or
Isaiah 65:17-25
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

1 Corinthians 15:19-26 or

Acts 10:34—43
Luke 24:1-12

Quotable Quotes: KIDS IN CHURCH

EASTER
April 11, 2010
Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 118:14-29 or
Psalm 150
Revelation 1:4—8
John 20:19-31

April 18, 2010
Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)
Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

April 25, 2010
Acts 9:36—43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30

May 2, 2010
Revelation 21:1-6
Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148

John 13:31-35

3-year-old Reese : "Our Father, Who does art in heaven, Harold is His name. Amen."

A little boy was overheard praying: "Lord, if you can't make me a better boy, don't worry

about it. I'm having a real good time like | am."



Lenten Prayer Discipline by Rev. Roger L. Brown

Read Philippians 3:12-21

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy
and my burden is light.” Matthew 11: 28-30

| think of Lent as a time for deepening our spiritual connection to God. At least in the northern
climates, Lent begins toward the end of winter. This means we are more apt to stay inside
where it is warm and dry and not snowy and cold. With more inclination to living inside, we
can hopefully be more inclined to turn within ourselves for some more extensive spiritual
reflection. While this spiritual reflection can take many forms, in this meditation | want to
speak briefly about the discipline of prayer.

As a guide, I'd like to share a favorite poem, “The Kneeling Camel,” by Anna Temple Whitney.

The camel at the close of day
Kneels down upon the sandy plain
To have his burden lifted off,

And rest to gain.

My soul, thou too shouldst to thy knees
When daylight draweth to a close,
And let thy Master lift thy load,

And grant repose.

Else how canst thou tomorrow meet,
With all tomorrow's work to do,

If thou thy burden all the night

Dost carry through?

The camel kneels at break of day
To have his guide replace his load;
Then rises up anew to take

The desert road.

This delightful poem speaks of the simple ritual of
morning and evening prayer. However, its message is
more than just suggesting twice daily prayer. In today’s text in Philippians Paul is focusing on
the future. With the help of this prayer, we can live into the future one day at a time in the
following way. During the morning we pray for the burdens or tasks God calls us to take on
for today. Then, in our evening prayer, we turn over to God the burdens and concerns we
have carried during the day. That way we are able to rest well, so we have the strength and
energy to carry to burdens God gives us for the following day. With this spiritual prayer
discipline, we are constantly in touch with God's will for our lives, and we will not become
overloaded during the day. ldeally we will be able to keep our priorities straight, and they will
be God's priorities for each one of us.


http://bible.cc/matthew/11-29.htm
http://bible.cc/matthew/11-30.htm

ENT and EASTER
EVENTS:

Adult Lenten Study Series
"Wrestling with Angels™

Each Sunday during Lent
11:45 A.M. to 12:45 P.M.
LIGHT LUNCH PROVIDED
Meet in Pastor's Study

Palm Sunday
March 28, 2010
ChoirChime music
OGHS offering

Maundy Thursday Service April 1,
2010 at 7:00 P.M. in
Sanctuary w/communion offered

Good Friday

April 2, 2010 at Noon

Celebrate the Seven Last Words of
Christ Procession thru town. Begin at
Noon at St. Mary's church, and proceed

to the UMC, the UCC, etc. and end at St.

John's Catholic church, taking turns
carrying the cross of Christ, and
listening to the seven last words liturgy.
This is a blessed event, and everyone is
invited to take part.

Easter Sunrise Service

April 4, 2010 at 7:00 A.M.

United Church of Christ with special
music followed by Breakfast in Howes
Hall

Easter Morning Worship Service
and Holy Communion Service
April 4, 2010 at 10:00 A.M.

Special music; OGHS offering

Easter Egg Hunt for the kids

No Coffee Hour

NOTICE OF MEETINGS:

CHURCH COUNCIL -March 16th @ 7P.M. in the
Church Office.

DEACON MEETING - April 7, 2010 at 4:45 P.M. at the
home of Billie Porter, 176 Central Street.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL planning meeting -March
11, 2010 at 4:30 at the United Methodist Church.

WOMAN'S BOOK GROUP - meets Tuesdays @ 9:30
A.M. Call Janet Robitaille at 485-3013 for meeting
locations. Meeting of 39/2010 at the home of Bev
Knox, 41 Washington Street.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - meets monthly; contact
coordinator Mercedes Wright for times and locations.

EARLY BIRD BIBLE STUDY-meets Thursdays at
7:15A.M. at the home of Billie Porter, 176 Central St.

NO CHOIR REHERSAL on March 17, 2010.

WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION UCC - Annual business
meeting on March 21, 2010, 1:00 P.M. at Bethany UCC
in Montpelier. Looking for volunteers to fill position
openings. Contact Dereen Vanderlinde-Abernathy at
(802) 476-4084.

SAVE THE DATES

u COMMUNITY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

JULY 10- JuLY 28
United Church of Northfield & United Methodist Parish

U COVENANT HILLS SUMMER CAMP
June 2% to 27" Family Camp

July &' -August 7" week long camps
Contact Richard Klofach for registratifamms and
questions at (802) 988965 or rikusa@myfairpoint.net

U UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CAMP
June 28 - June 28

Work and Play week at Ferry Beach, Maine
Contact Rev. Fayre Stephenson register at
fboregs@maine.rr.com or (207) 28289

UU Camp and Confemce Center




THE UNITED CHURCH OF NORTHFIELD,
Officers and Committees - as of January 2010

INEEIIM PaStOT. ...ttt Reverend Roger Brown
O 10T ol BT (] 7 o P Laura Ranker
Ministry of Music:

Pianist-Organist: Alison Cerutti, (Larry Porter-substitute)

Choir Director: Billie Porter

The United Church Choir

AT €10 Pt Danny Rowe
1Y LT 1<) 10 PSP John Cruickshank
Lotk e Beverly Knox (Jan. - April)
Billie Porter (May - Dec.)
TV (<1 YU SRURRSRPPRUPRIPRRPPROPOORN (0] (< ¢ i (0)1\V/o1 0!
FINAnCial SECTEIAIY .. ...ttt e et et e et et e Dean Howe
F N T L1703 PP Barbara Barrows
Deacons........c.ceeiiiiniiiinininn. Billie Porter (year 2), Chris Southworth (year 2), Roy Butler (year2),

John Knox (year 4), Liz Butler (year 3), Beverly Knox (year 1).

Mission and Outreach Ministry: ESTHER HARDIE, BEVERLY DEZOTELL PARTNERS with Judy Knapp,
Bonnie Gayle, Harriet Hirst, Beverly Tucker, Mary McDaniel and the many others who assist in this important
endeavor.

Fellowship Ministry: JUDY HOWARD, BRENDA CRUICKSHANK, PARTNERS with Lorinda Dezotell, Lauren
Howard, Audrey Avery, Beverly Knox, Billie Porter and many others who host coffee hours and assisting with
special meals.

Reception Ministry: JUDY HOWARD AND BRENDA CRUICKSHANK, PARTNERING with Mercedes Wright,
Thelma Baroffio, Beverly Knox and many supportive volunteers.

Children's and Youth Ministry: LAURA RANKER, CATILYN KNAPP PARTNERS with Carol Prior,
Ed Habeck, Roy Butler, Chris Southworth and others helping out in the children’s ministry.

Building Maintenance Ministry (church and parsonage): TEIGH SOUTHWORTH AND LARRY PORTER,
PARTNERS, with Burley & Linda Harvey, Bob Cruickshank, and Ginny Kunkel.

Members at Large: John and Beverly Knox.

Finance Ministry: Larry Porter (Chair), Debra Maloney-Evans, Barbara Barrows with John Cruickshank and
Lauren Howard, Ex Officio.

Pastoral Relations Committee: John Knox (chair) Lauren Howard, Karen Taylor.
Personnel Committee: Peter Evans (chair) Judy Plumley, Barbara Pope.

UCC VT Conference Annual Meeting Delegates: Larry and Billie Porter.
Calling and Caring Coordinator: Liz Butler.

Worship Hospitality Coordinator: Liz Butler.

Calling for Special Events: Beverly Knox.

Greeting Card Ministry: Lorinda Dezotell.

Howe's Hall Coordinator: Frank and Judy Plumley.
*Memorial Gifts Committee: Judy Plumley, Debbie Evans, Annalill Crain, Ellen Powell, and
Marilyn Bruce.
*Restoration Committee: Frank Plumley, Teigh Southworth, Larry Porter, John Knox, Peter Evans,
lan Blackmer, and Katie Beal.
*The members of the Memorial Gifts Committee and the Restoration Committee are appointed by the Church Council.



ORDER YOUR LILIES
FOR EASTER NOW

Dear Members and Friends of the United Church of Northfield,

As we anticipate the rebirth of springtime and the celebration of Easter on Sunday,
April 4, 2010 we are planning to order lilies from the florist to again grace our
church sanctuary. Each plant will cost $13.00. If you wish to participate in the
purchase of one or more lilies, please fill out the form below and a check written to
the United Church with a notation on the payment that it is for lilies and give it to
BEVERLY KNOX or send it to her (41 Washington Street, Northfield, Vermont,

05663) no later than SATURDAY, MARCH 20, 2010.

LILES FOR EASTER

I/WE wish to have ( )lily/lilies
(print your name here)

In memory of:

In thanksgiving for:

In celebration of:

Please check if you want to keep your lily/lilies or give it to someone in the nursing home.

I wish to keep the lily/lilies. Yes No

I wish to give the lily/lilies to the nursing home. Yes No

Thank you,
Beverly Knox



United Church of Northfield

58 South Main Street

P.O. Box 188

Northfield, VT 05663

Interim Pastor: Rev. Roger Brown

Phone: 485-4431 Parsonage: 485-7380

E-mail: uccnorthfield@trans-video.net
Website: www.unitedchurchofnorthfield.org

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!

MARCH BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS FOR:

Rev. Linda Kulas (11t), Owen Kunkel (12), Lauren Howard (12th),
Joe McDaniel (12th), Bob Dikon (18"), Gage Buchanan (18h),
Ruth Patch (19h), Bev Tucker (20M), Louise Slafter (26h),
Louise Halstead (27), and Rachel MacMartin (27™).




