
HE SPIRIT IS MOVING AND GOD IS STILL SPEAKING!  

The United Church Of Northfield  

 February 2010, Newsletter         
      

 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

The Deacons of the United Church of Northfield have completed the search for an 
interim pastor and have called Rev. Roger Brown of Brattleboro, Vermont to serve as 
Interim Pastor.  Rev. Brown is moving to Northfield and will reside in the parsonage on 
Central Street.  Come welcome and meet Rev. Brown as he begins his service with us 
during morning worship on Sunday, February 21st.  There will be a special coffee hour 
on February 14th following the morning worship service honoring the Rev. Lee Moore 
who has served us faithfully as Bridge Pastor, leading us through the advent season 
and assisting us in this transitional period.  The newly appointed Search Committee will 
now begin the search process for a new full time Pastor.  Rev. Brown will help guide 
the church through this process.    
In Peace, 
Laura Ranker, Secretary 

 

A LETTER FROM INTERIM PASTOR Rev. Roger Brown: 
 

Dear Members and Friends of the United Church of Northfield,  

 As you're newly called Interim Pastor, I'm writing at Billie Porter's request 
to share something of my life journey so we can begin to get acquainted as 
pastor and people.  I am first of all very excited that God has called me to 
serve in Northfield!  Everything seems to fit together well.  My experience in 
meeting with the Deacons (the Interim Search Committee) during my interview 
was a delightful time of laughter, challenging conversation, and sharing of 
church experiences and hopes and dreams for the future of the United 
Church. In that time, I felt a growing sense of partnership with some of the 
church's committed and experienced leaders.  I am primarily a small town 
pastor, and many of the churches I've served are similar in size and program 
to the United Church of Northfield.  So, given the mix of my interim ministry 
experience and pastoral gifts, I discerned that God was calling me to 
Northfield. 
 

 I'm a native Vermonter, born and raised in Brattleboro.  My father was a 
pharmacist, owning a drugstore on Main Street, where I worked on summer 
vacations in high school and college.  In my father's drugstore, I enjoyed 
meeting customers and being a part of the Main Street community.  My 
mother, who grew up on a farm in East Burke, Vermont, was a homemaker 
who inspired my love of learning and travel.  My parents, who are both 
deceased, had a strong 50 year marriage.   
 

T      



A LETTER FROM INTERIM PASTOR Rev. Roger Brown: 

continued 
 

My brother, David, (my only sibling), also a UCC pastor, lives in Fresno, CA, 
with his school teacher wife, Linda.  I also have a 13 year old cat named 
“Blackie.” 
 

 I attended the University of Vermont, graduating with a BS in Electrical 
Engineering in 1964.  Motivated by a life-long interest in medicine and biology, 
I switched disciplines earning M.S. in Physiology and Biophysics from UVM in 
1967.  Over the next 5 years, I had several positions in medical research and 
computer technology. Sensing a desire to bring God's love to his people, and 
follow my life scripture - “he who loses his life for my sake will find it” - I 
entered Andover Newton Theological School in 1972.   My middle year of 
theological studies was at Cambridge University in Cambridge, England. I 
graduated from Andover Newton in 1975.  I did further training in hospital 
chaplaincy in Corpus Christi, Texas and moved to my first church in Casper, 
Wyoming.  Since beginning my pastoral ministry, I have served 4 settled 
churches and12 interim pastorates in Vermont, Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire.   
 

 Some of my hobbies include photography, hiking, contra dancing, 
amateur radio (call sign WB7SEK), music composition, and travel. My 
community involvements have included reading with first graders in 
connection with America Reads, belonging to interfaith groups, and working 
with United Way Assessment Teams.  I have a special interest in the nature of 
community building in society and I am especially interested in the process of 
creating lively and healthy community within the church.  Last year I made a 
presentation on the nature of community in the Christian Church at the 
annual conference of the Institute for Religion in the Age of Science.  Earlier, 
my long-standing interest in the dialog between science and religion resulted 
in giving short papers at the European Society for the Study of Science and 
Theology in Sigtuna, Sweden (2008) and Barcelona, Spain (2004). 
 

 With growing excitement I'm looking forward to living in Northfield and 
sharing the spiritual journeys of the congregation and community.  I'm eager 
to get to know you all and begin to work together to serve God and celebrate 
his love! 
 
Grace and peace, 
Rev. Roger Brown 
  
 
 
 



 

THE MINISTRY OF HOSPITALITY 

For February 7, 2010 - March 28, 2010 
 

Please mark your calendars now as this is your only notification. If the date does not work 

for you, please call Judy Plumley at 485-6117 and she will locate a substitute.  This works 

well with your help.  

USHERS AND GREETERS 

Liz Butler, Coordinator 

 Ushers        Greeters 

 

February 7     February 7 ______________ 

Max Greene & Dean Howe    Esther & Philo Hardie 

February 14    February 14 _________ 

Judy Knapp & Leah Knapp    Evelyn Bird & Shirley Melville 

February 21    February 21       ____ 

Beverly & John Knox     Judy & Frank Plumley 

February 28    February 28             ____ 

Liz & Roy Butler    Beverly & Lorinda Dezotell 

March 7       March 7        _________ 

Judy & Lauren Howard    Annalill & Anita Crain 

March 14      March 14  ________    

Ginny & Ray Kunkel                               Brenda Cruickshank   

    & Harriet Hirst 

March 21    March 21    ______________ 

Barbara & Kayla Barrows     Laura & Nathan Ranker 

March 28    March 28    ______________ 

Kate & Kevin Beal    Esther & Philo Hardie 

April 4    April 4     ________________ 

Max Greene & Dean Howe      Linda & Burley Harvey 

April 11    April 11     ________________ 

Judy Knapp & Leah Knapp      Beverly & John Knox 

April 18    April 18    ________________ 

Judy & Lauren Howard     Beverly & Lorinda Dezotell 

 

COMMUNION STEWARDS: 

 Please call ahead if you cannot be present on your Sunday. Thank you.  

  February 7: Laura Ranker, Chelsea Knapp, Liz Butler, Roy Butler 

  March 7:   John Knox, Bev Knox, Barbara Barrows, Bev Dezotell 

  April 4: Debra Maloney-Evans, Peter Evans, Billie Porter, Kayla Barrows 
 

PLEASE SIGN UP IN HOWE'S HALL TO HELP WITH A COFFEE HOUR. 
Fellowship Hour Coordinators: February:  Bev Knox 

  

Thank You for Serving in These Ways. We Appreciate Your Help!  



LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

EPIPHANY  
 

February 7, 2010  
Luke 5:1–11  
Isaiah 6:1–8, (9–13)  
Psalm 138  
1 Corinthians 15:1–11  
 

February 14, 2010  
Luke 9:28–36, (37–43)  
Exodus 34:29–35 
Psalm 99 
2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2 

 

LENT, EASTER 
February 21, 2010 
Luke 4:1–13 
Deuteronomy 26:1–11 
Psalm 91:1–2, 9–16 
Romans 10:8b–13 
 

February 28, 2010 
Luke 13:31–35 
Genesis 15:1–12, 17–18 
Psalm 27 
Philippians 3:17—4:1 
Luke 9:28–36 

 

March 7, 2010 
Isaiah 55:1–9 
Psalm 63:1–8 
1 Corinthians 10:1–13 
Luke 13:1–9 
 

March 14, 2010 
Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32 
Joshua 5:9–12 
Psalm 32 
2 Corinthians 5:16–21 
 

March 21, 2010 
Isaiah 43:16–21 
Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b–14 
John 12:1–8 
 

 
 

 
 
LENT, EASTER 

March 28, 2010 
Luke 19:28–40 
Liturgy of the Palms 
Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29 
Liturgy of the Passion 
Isaiah 50:4–9a 
Psalm 31:9–16 
Philippians 2:5–11 
Luke 22:14—23:56 

 

April 4, 2010 
John 20:1–18 
Acts 10:34–43 or  
Isaiah 65:17–25 
Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24 
1 Corinthians 15:19–26 or  
Acts 10:34–43 
Luke 24:1–12 
 

April 11, 2010 
Acts 5:27–32 
Psalm 118:14–29 or  
Psalm 150 
Revelation 1:4–8 
John 20:19–31 
 

April 18, 2010 
Acts 9:1–6, (7–20) 
Psalm 30 
Revelation 5:11–14 
John 21:1–19 
 

April 25, 2010 
Acts 9:36–43 
Psalm 23 
Revelation 7:9–17 
John 10:22–30 
 

May 2, 2010 
Revelation 21:1–6 
Acts 11:1–18 
Psalm 148 
John 13:31–35 
 

 



The United Church of Northfield 

  PROGRESSIVE SUPPER 

 FEBRUARY 20, 2010 
Join in the fun, fellowship, and good food 

 

The Progressive Supper is Saturday, February 20th beginning at 6:00 P.M. 
We will visit three homes along Central Street for appetizers, supper, and 
dessert.  Plan to come for the whole time or join us as you can.  An 
assortment of appetizers will be served at 6:00 P.M. at the home of Brenda 
and Bob Cruickshank at 251 Central Street.  From there we will move to the 
home of Billie and Larry Porter at 176 Central Street for a delicious supper to 
be served at 6:45 P.M. The final gathering will be at the home of Judy and 
Frank Plumley at 266 Central where an array of desserts can be enjoyed at 
8:15 P.M.  You can park your car on Central Street and walk from house to 
house or you can drive your car. This is a great time to socialize together.  
 

Reservations are not required and all are welcome.  However, to help the 
hosts and hostesses with their preparations, please call or use the sign-up 
sheet at church to let us know you will be joining us.  Call Judy Plumley 
(485-6117) or Billie Porter (485-4126).  Those wishing to participate by 
bringing food to share for the supper or dessert should contact that 
particular hostess/host.  Thank you. 
 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

FEBRUARY 17, 2010 
7:00 P.M. IN THE CHURCH SANCTUARY 
Worship Service led by Rev. Lee Moore 
 

  

 

You Are Invited to share in a Special Fellowship Coffee Hour on 

February 14th to honor Rev. Lee Moore for his 

faithful service to the United Church of Northfield as Bridge 
Pastor.  This will be Lee's final Sunday morning worship 
service and we hope you can join us. 

 



 

If you have not yet heard, seen or tried playing the new ChoirChimes, you are in 
for a treat!  The chimes are light-weight, easy for anyone to play, and add a lovely 
new aspect to our worship.  The impetus in purchasing them was to expand the 
music ministry to ALL members of the congregation.  This does not require a long-
term commitment or a special musical talent.  It does require a desire to try 
something new and a couple of hours for a one-time presentation. Seven people 
are needed to present an anthem using the full set of chimes.   
 

You are invited to participate! 

 Rehearsal:  Saturday, February 27, 3:00 – 4:30 in the sanctuary 

 Presentation:  Sunday, February 28, during worship 
 

Please contact Billie (phone 485-4126; email LnBPorter@trans-video.net) if you 
would like more information or if you would like to participate in one or both of 
these presentations. 
 
 

 

SUMMARY OF THE UCN ANNUAL MEETING held on January 19th 
 

 Lauren Howard presented the 2010 budget noting it was the first balanced budget in a 
long time.  The Church has the benefit of a generous endowment from a trust fund 
which has helped meet the financial needs of the church.  In addition, Lauren noted the 
faithfulness of people in meeting their pledged income amounts for both 2009 and 
2010. 

 The church will contract with David Williams for the purpose of performing a 
feasibility study as part of the process for undertaking a capital campaign. 

 It was voted unanimously by motion to "make a boundary line adjustment to the land 
between the United Church of Northfield and the Village of Northfield by deeding a 10’ 
wide by 190’ long piece of land on the North side of the Church property, including the 
retaining wall, to the Village of Northfield.  In addition, the United Church of 
Northfield agrees to grant a 10’ wide by 190’ long temporary construction easement 
along the adjusted property boundary to the Village of Northfield for the purpose of 
providing ease of construction access while rebuilding a new retaining wall on Village 
land.  The United Church of Northfield directs the Church Council to appoint a 
designated signatory authorized to act on behalf of the Church Council for the purpose 
of executing these land transactions.  The United Church of Northfield graciously 
accepts the free legal services offered by attorney Mike Popowski on our behalf 
related to the above matter."  At the council meeting held on January 19th Frank 

Plumley was designated as the authorized agent for this transaction.    

 The proposed nominations were accepted with the addition of Catilyn Knapp to the 

Children's and Youth Ministry. (a copy of the approved slate of officers and committee 

members will appear in the next newsletter). 

 



PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE:  
The Pastoral Search Committee is ready to 
begin work on finding a new Pastor and 
will be working with Interim Pastor Roger 
Brown during this process.  The following 
individuals serve on the Pastoral Search 
Committee: Barbara Barrows, Roy Butler, Peter 
Evans, Lauren Howard, John Knox, Ginny 
Kunkel, Billie Porter, and Laura Ranker. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SNOW SHOVELING 

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED! 

 

HELP IS NEEDED WITH 
SHOVELING THE SNOW FROM 
THE SIDE PATH LEADING TO THE 
BACK DOOR AND CHURCH 
OFFICE AND FROM THE AREA IN 
FRONT OF THE FRONT DOORS, 
ESPECIALLY WHEN SNOW FALLS 

ON A SATURDAY EVENING. 
PLEASE SEE LARRY PORTER OR 
CHRIS SOUTHWORTH IF YOU 
ARE ABLE AND WILLLING TO 
HELP WITH THIS EFFORT.   
 

 

NOTICE OF MEETINGS: 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL -February 16th 

@ 7P.M. in the Church Office. 
 

WOMAN'S BOOK GROUP - meets 

Tuesdays @ 9:30 A.M. Call Janet 

Robitaille at 485-3013 for meeting 

locations. 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - meets 

monthly; contact coordinator Mercedes 

Wright for times and locations.   
 

EARLY BIRD BIBLE STUDY  - meets 

Thursdays at 7:15 A.M. at the home of 

Billie Porter, 176 Central Street. 
 

 

Haiti Earthquake Appeal -  
One Great Hour of Sharing funds are being 
rushed to our Haitian partners to support 
their initial emergency response.  As 
damage assessments are made and plans 
for relief, recovery and rehabilitation are 
developed, additional support will be 
shared.  The need is massive. 
 PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE OF HAITI THEIR 

LEADERS AND EMERGENCY AND 
HUMANITARIAN AID WORKERS. 

 SEND YOUR GIFTS, payable to United 
Church of Northfield marked for "OGHS - 

HAITI EARTHQUAKE RELIEF" or send 
your gift directly to WIDER CHURCH 
MINISTRIES, 700 Prospect Avenue, 
Cleveland, OH 44115, payable to WIDER 
CHURCH MINISTRIES and marked in the 
memo portion "OGHS-HAITI 
EARTHQUAKE RELIEF."  
 

Visit the website of the Connecticut 
Conference designated for information on 
Haiti relief at: 
http://www.ctucc.org/news.php?story=930 
 

 

NEWS FROM CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 
(CWS) - Urgent Need for Clean up 
Buckets and Hygiene Kits.  All the 
flooding and storms in the U.S. and other 
natural disasters around the world has 
created a shortage of CWS Gift of the Heart 
Kits. Specifically needed are clean up 
buckets and hygiene kits.  Links to 
information about content and where to 
send the completed kits is below. 
Hygiene Kits:  
www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServe
r?pagename=kits_hygiene 
Clean Up Bucket Kits: 
www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServe
r?pagename=kits_emergency 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Easter Lily orders 
will be taken in early 
to mid march.  
Contact Bev Knox 
485-4101 

 



 

 

United Church of Northfield       

58 South Main Street        

P.O. Box 188         

Northfield, VT 05663         

Interim Pastor Roger Brown  

Phone: 485-4431 Parsonage: 485-5760 

E-mail: uccnorthfield@trans-video.net 
Website: www.unitedchurchofnorthfield.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 SAVE THE DATE: March 20th Corn Beef and Cabbage Dinner 
 

   HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!                  

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS  FOR:  
Bettie Gray  (17th ), Paula Stewart (15th), Artie Knapp  (17th),  

Russell Kulas  (18th), Tom Taylor (20th), 
Peter Evans (24th), Billie Porter  (27th) and Elizabeth Lane . 

 

 
 
 

   

 

 


